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WHEN GOD MAKES LEMONADE
by Don Jacobson

   The Bible says God works all things 
together for good, and author Don 
Jacobson brings this truth to light in 
his newest book, When God Makes 
Lemonade: True Stories That Amaze 
And Encourage. 
   Sometimes, unexpected 
circumstances happen that make life 
very sour: a family member’s suicide, 
a miscarriage, or being wrongfully 
charged for a crime. Jacobson knows. 
   He was a happily married 24-year-
old with a job he loved and a bright 
future ahead of him. A shooting 
accident turned his life upside-down 
in an instant. With Jacobson barely 
surviving and unable to work at 
his old construction job, his future 
seemed bleak. 
   But the self-professed “walking-
talking lemonade story” discovered 
that by walking with God through 
the ordeal, He can take the 
sour experience and turn it into 
something sweet – like a tall glass 
of lemonade. In this compilation of 
stories, Jacobson shows that in the 
direst of circumstances there’s usually 
a silver lining. 
   While a majority of chapters 
are about mothers dealing with 
difficult births or the loss of a 
child, other stories stand out, like 
the senior citizen trapped in a 
snowstorm, or the gymnast dealing 
with a sports injury. 
   By providing true stories from 
people experiencing God’s goodness 
in times of trouble, When God Makes 
Lemonade demonstrates God’s 
faithfulness as He walks us through 
those trials to see His hand at work. 

   Reviewed by Tim Schmidt

LOSING BIG 
by Danny and Darci Cahill

   At almost 500 lbs, Danny Cahill 
had all but given up hope of ever 
having a normal, healthy body 
again. As if that weren’t enough, 
he was also addicted to gambling. 
He was obese, in debt, and 
working a job he hated. 
   Life with his beautiful wife 
Darci and their two children 
projected the image of a happy, 
church-going family. In reality, it 
was all crumbling.
   At a weekend seminar, Danny’s 
breaking point finally came. He 
realized he needed God’s help and 
others to dig himself out of the 
hole. He decided to audition for 
the American television show, The 
Biggest Loser. 
   Slowly, God helped them climb 
out of debt. Meanwhile, Danny 
auditioned, but didn’t make it onto 
Biggest Loser that year. He wasn’t 
about to give up, though. The next 
year he not only made it, but he 
also made show history by losing a 
record 239 pounds! 
   Losing Big is about Danny and 
Darci’s journey out of an unhealthy 
relationship with things other than 
God. More importantly, it’s about 
asking God for help and allowing 
others to come alongside our 
spiritual walk. Danny and Darci 
now minister and speak to people 
who need the same kind of hope. 

   Reviewed by Lynetta Smith

NO MORE PERFECT MOMS
by Jill Savage

   The title says it all: No More Perfect 
Moms – Learn To Love Your Real Life.
   Jill Savage’s idea of motherhood 
is as real as her recipe for a dinner 
salad – open a bag of lettuce, throw 
in cherry tomatoes, and mix into a 
pretty bowl. That’s real life!
   Similarly her book doesn’t 
sugarcoat details. She talks about 
her son’s midnight escapade when 
he and a friend were escorted home 
by police.
   Savage candidly shares the pain 
of her husband’s midlife crisis, 
the difficulty of their separation, 
and about friends supporting her 
through that journey. They have 
since been reunited. She brings an 
interesting perspective on the role of 
wife and mother. 
   This author is down to earth. She 
explores what she has dubbed 
Perfection Infection.  Every chapter 
affirms the worth of moms as 
individuals. 
   No More Perfect Moms is practical 
with tips for everyday life with 
children literally “underfoot.”  A 
particular delight is Mommy 
Manners, an inset  on how to make 
the most of visits when you have 
toddlers.  Savage quotes from 
relevant blogs, making it a timely 
read for today’s women. 
   Busy moms will easily relate to the 
pages of this book. 

   Reviewed by Miriam Leslie

THE SWEDISH ATHEIST 
by Randal Rauser

   The new book of Edmonton-
based apologist Randal Rauser 
has quite the title: The Swedish 
Atheist, The Scuba Diver and 
Other Apologetic Rabbit Trails. 
Get past the title, and you’re in 
for an adventure.  
   Using the “straw man” 
argument where the writer 
creates a fictional character 
to present differing views or 
claims, Rauser does a great job 
of presenting philosophical 
facts in a more enjoyable and 
readable manner.  
   With a coffee shop as the 
backdrop, Rauser engages his 
straw man – an atheist named 
Sheridan – and the reader into 
a casual, and at times heated, 
discussion about Christianity. 
   While Sheridan would typically 
lose in a “straw man” setup, 
there is no winner or loser at 
the end of this debate. The 
point is to engage in a thought-
provoking conversation about 
Christianity, which Rauser 
does by allowing the reader to 
disagree with his views, and 
letting Sheridan remain an 
atheist, albeit with new things 
to reflect on. 
   This book is much like A Case 
For Christ by Lee Strobel, or 
The Case For Christianity by 
C.S. Lewis, but in a format more 
captivating and fun to read. 
Enjoy it for yourself, and don’t 
get bogged down by the title!

   Reviewed by Wayne Hagerman
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Cravin' 
Mexi?

109, 9378 Southfort Drive  
Fort Saskatchewan, AB  

Tel: 780-589-2200
www.muchoburrito.com

Facebook page:  Mucho Burrito Fort Sask 

Take-out and Catering availableGOING ON A HOLIDAY 
OR EXTENDED VACATION?

Providing peace of mind while 
meeting your insurance policy 

requirements.

Additional services include snow 
removal, yard maintenance, pet care 

and emergency response.

780-964-1080
www.yourtrustedneighbour.ca

We provide visits to your home 
during your absence to ensure 

its care and safety.


