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Consider beloved Psalm 23...

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack

nothing. >You prepare a table before nte
2He makes me lie down in green in the presence of my enemies.
pasLur?s, _ _ You anoint my head with oil;
Wateres eads me beside quiet my cup overflows.
] 6 .
3 he refreshes my soul. Surely your goodness and love will
He guides me along the right follow me |
paths all the days of my life,
for his name’s sake. and | will dwell in the house of the
4 Even though | walk LORD forever.

through the darkest valley,
| will fear no euvil,

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.



Consider beloved Psalm 23...

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack

nothing. °>You prepare a table before nte
2He makes me lie down in green in the presence of my enemies.
pastures, _ _ You anoint my head with oil;
watgres,leads me beside quiet my cup overflows. |
3 he refreshes my soul. 6 Surely your goodness and love will
He guides me along the right follow me
paths all the days of my life,
for his name's sake. and | will dwell in the house of the
4 Even though | walk LORD forever.
}Q,(,ﬂrfgeg;hneodea\l,riiﬁ%t Va”ey’Wait a minute. What is the psalmist
for you are with me; asking in verse 57?

your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.



Consider beloved Psalm 23...

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack

nothing. > You prepare a table before nte
2 He makes me lie down in green In the presence of my enemiges
pastures, _ _ You anoint my head with oil;
he leads me beside quiet

waters my cup overflows.
’ 6 .
3 he refreshes my soul. Surely your goodness and love will

He guides me along the right follow me

paths all the days of my life,
for his name’s sake. and | will dwell in the house of the
4 Even though | walk LORD forever.
through the darkest valley,
| will fear no evil, Many scholars see in this passage a
for you are with me; vindictive wish to be honored oveagainst

your rod and your staff, 2y804 SYSYASAd CKAA
they comfort me. - X - . -
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oppressed, but is it @raiseworthyone?




Even more striking is the
selective reading of Psalm 139

Some of the better known
L2 NI A2ya 2F (K %eIFOjayq)ufcrgeg@d my inmo

1'You have searched me, LORD,
and you know me.

2You know when | sit and

you knit me together in my
mother's womb.

when | rise: 4] praise you because | am
you perceive my thoughts fearfully and wonderfully made;
from afar. your works are wonderful,
3 You discern my going out and | know that full well

my lying down;
you are familiar with all
my ways.
4 Before a word is on my
tongue
you, LORD, know it
completely.



Even more striking is the
selective reading of Psalm 139

Some of the better known
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1'You have searched me, LORD,
and you know me.

2You know when | sit and

you knit me together in my
mother's womb.

when | rise: 4] praise you because | am
you perceive my thoughts fearfully and wonderfully made;
from afar. your works are wonderful,
3 You discern my going out and | know that full well

my lying down;
you are familiar with all But how many Christiandail to readverses

my ways. 21 and 227
4 Before a word is on my 21 Do | not hate those who hate
tongue you, LORD, |
you, LORD, know it and abhor those who are In
completely. rebellion against you?

22| have nothing but hatred for
them; | count them my enemies



So how many imprecatory
psalms are there?

(Hint: probably more than you realized)
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First response:
The liberal banishment

A Many liberal Christians view t
Bible not as a divinely inspirec
book but rather as a collection of
merely human texts.

A To the extent that we find a
portion of scripture inspiring we
can learn from It.

A But texts like the imprecatory
psalms are not inspiring. They are
simply wicked and cannot be
redeemed. Thus they should be
rejected.



But banishment is not an option
for those who accept the
iInspiration of all scripture

A 2 Timothy 3:16 -17
All Scripture is God
breathed and Is
useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting
and training In
righteousness, so
that all God's people
may be thoroughly
equipped for every
good work.




Second response:
The conservative “brushofft”

A

A

Conservative Christians
accept in principle that al
scripture Is Go¢breathed.
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know what to do with the
Imprecatory psalms.
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A So, alas, these psalms tend tc

get ignored. Although we are
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death of neglect.
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for those who accept the
iInspiration of scripture the
brushoff Is no better than
banishment




'he third response:
The straightforward embrace

A According to the straightforwa
embrace, we need to accept th
texts as Gosbreathed scripture.

A Since scripture is inerrant, this
means that we accept the moral
F dzGK2NARGEé 2F GKS
assertions, even when he expresse
hatred of enemies.

A Thus, these texts teach us that
sometimes it is appropriate to hate
our enemies and even long for
their destruction.
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John Piper
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A Pastor and theologian John Piper
provided a vigorous defence of the
straightforward embrace view.

A Piper avers that the psalmist only hates
nis enemy after his love has been
spurned. Piper also proposes that the
hatred is nofpersonabut ratherisa_
YZ2NIXt NBLJzAY Il yOS
evil actions.

A Piper adds that eventually mercy must be replaced by
wrath and judgment

A Piper also points out that Jesus and FRWl Ry Q (i
repudiatethe imprecatory psalms. In fact, they prayed
portions of them.



Piper offers a good overview of the
straightforward embrace approach, but

it still leaves us with many questions ...

For instance, when should we move from Igying
our enemies to hating them?

When Is it appropriate to hope that the names
of our enemies are blotted out of the book of
life (I.e. that they go to hell)?

How can it be right to wish destruction on the
childrenof our enemies?
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of our enemies when Ezekiel 18:23 declares tha
he takesno pleasuren the death of the wicked?




'he fourth response:
The qualified embrace

Godbreathed scri

Importantly those

Ay O2YLI U
perspective.

reasons.

A According to the qualified
embrace, we accept these texts as

nture, but tha

does not mean the human author
IS morally inerrant.

A In fact, other texts; most

recounting the

life and teachings of Jesggre

AofS Al

A Thus, we should recognize the
psalmist is in error and that God
Included his voice for other
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FYODOR of the greatest novels of all tine.
_DOSTOERVSK Within the book you meet the

character of lvan Karamazov, an
atheist, who gives one of the
most eloquent arguments for
atheism ever written.

AL yYyQa G2A0S8 Aa
that of his brotherAlyoshathe

. —

BRTHERS devout Christian.
A So why are they both in the
KARAMAZOV [EPAniiid




A In fact, the author Fyodor [
FYODOR Dostoevsky (who was a devopt
- YA Christian) included both

I { e 2 pekspetiige and that of
lvan to make a stronger novel.

A So the suggestion is that the

LJal £ YA A0l Qa OdzNA
the Bible just like Ivan belongs in
he Brothers Karamazawot

Pt because those curses are
BROTHERS themselves inerrant, but rather
KARAMAZOV because they play a pivotal role
In the whole book.




C.S. Lewis held a view like this.

wrote on the cursing psalms: _
Gw28S Ydzald y2I
- | explainthem away or to yield
8 one moment to the idea that,

\ ¥ . because it comes in the Bible, all

| this vindictive hatred must
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Reflections on the
Psalms22



Later In his booReflections on the
Psalmd_ewis adds:

Thasmiing T e S rinian Slenald
REFLECTIONS ON
THE PSALMS

Reflections on
the Psalms112

G ¢KS KdzYly |jdzF £ Ay
show through. Naivety, error,
contradiction, even (as in the cursing
Psalms) wickedness are not removed.

¢KS U20Ff NBadzZ G Aa
., the sense that every passage, in itself,

gives impeccable science or history [or,
presumably, morality]. It carries the Word
2F D2ZR T FYR 6S X N
It not by using it as aancyclopediar an
encyclical but by steeping ourselves in its
tone or temper and so learning its overall
message.


http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bridalassociationofamerica.com/clipart/bibles/bible_09.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bridalassociationofamerica.com/clipart/bibles/&usg=__bxdQtXURPurBN8kKPSw0usHEevo=&h=808&w=1464&sz=38&hl=en&start=9&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=eYif1lnRBQy7gM:&tbnh=83&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=bible&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&tbs=isch:1
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Now let’s consider how texts have
different levels of meaning

A We all know that texts can have || -
different levels of meaning. Allegoty is
a great exampleAnimal Farms, on
2y S tS@St 2 | leo
But it also a profound narrative of the
communist revolution.

il A When it comes to scripture we can
identify two basic levels of meaning.

A Thesensuditteralis refers to the
Intentions of the human authors in
writing the text. And then there is the
sensulenior. This is the meaning
that Godgives to a text.
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between senses of scripture further ?

A It is important to see that theensuditteralis can oft
differ from thesensu9lenior.

Al 2yaARSNI F2NJ Ayvaualyos |
Israel was a child, | loved him, and_out of Egypt | callec
Ye azy o | 2aSIk Of SINI& &
Israel being called out of Egypt. That Is $le@sus
litteralis of the text.

A.dzi AY alldi0KSg uHYmMp al G
fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet:
Whdz 2F 93&LJW0 L OFftSR Y

A Matthew is Identifying here theensusplenigr as he
LIZAYy(Ga 2dz0 GKIFG O0KS TFdzf €
not referring to Israel but to Jesus.

n




A Paul makes a similar point when he writes i >
/2NJ\3/uK)\I3/a MYHnY a CiZ2 N
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A In other words, thesensuditteralis of Old
Testament prophecies relating to such things as
land, temple, and kingdom find thesensus
plenior fulfillment in Christ.

A So the basic idea is that we,need to read the
LJal t Ya Q})\Uf,( uKS éIYS |
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But hold on!

A Does this work? After all, we are not simply going
neyond what the psalmist says as Matthew o
Paul go beyond what the Old Testament says.

A Rather, in the present case we are saying that
what the psalmist wrote was, In certain respects,
wrong, immoral, evil

A And what does this mean for the doctrine of
Inerrancy, the doctrine that says scripture does
not affirm anything contrary to fact?

A{2 INBYyQl ¢S aleéeAray3a 0K
and thus the Bible Is errant?
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In response we can note
that it is a simple fact that =8
there aresome errors in the

sensuditteralis. Consider §
the narration of Joshua in ’S»’tm“? _
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In response, we can note
that it is a simple fact that
there are some errors in the
sensuditteralis. Consider
the narration of Joshua in
10'13'
S
The writer of Joshua o
believed that the sun o

P g S

stopping. Butthatisan £

error of science and history,_;:'_- Wl e
if anything stopped on that £* _.,.:__‘f,;f‘.‘._’;..»»
day it was theearth T N i 8%




So does God make mistakes?

A No. God knew full well thajeocentrismwas false. $0-
even If thesensuditteralis might have some errors i
recording science and history, the fulEgFnsugplenio
does not.

A With that in mind, is it possible that the humaensus
litteralis might also have moral errors and that God
Included them to make a greater point, just like
Dostoevsky included the voice of Ivan?
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even If thesensuditteralis might have some errors i
recording science and history, the fulEgFnsugplenio
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A With that in mind, is it possible that the humaensus
litteralis might also have moral errors and that God
Included them to make a greater point, just like
Dostoevsky included the voice of Ivan?

That proposal leadss to

ask how we decide where

the errors lie. In response

we should remember  _
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So does God make mistakes?

A No. God knew full well thajeocentrismwas false. $0-
even If thesensuditteralis might have some errors i
recording science and history, the fulEgFnsugplenio
does not.

A With that in mind, is it possible that the humaensus
litteralis might also have moral errors and that God
Included them to make a greater point, just like
Dostoevsky included the voice of Ivan?

That proposal leadss to , x 4 A & .
ask how we decide where d PP ®a 0 SSLJ 2 dzN.

the errors lie. Inresponse - A 0 f SQa 02y S

we should remember  _ golearn its overall
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Jesus is the overall message of scripture

e \ Matthew 5:43-7

'Love your neighbor and hate our
enemy."“But | tell you, love your
enemies and pray for those who
persecute yoy* that you may be
children of your Father in heaven.
i~ He causes his sun to rise on the
g% evil and the good, and sends rain
i\ 3 on the righteous and the

N unrighteous.

461f you love those who love you, what reward will you get?
Are not even the tax collectors doing thatAnd if you greet
only your own people, what are you doing more than others?
52 y20 S@OSyYy LI 3JFrya R2 0Kl GKE



Jesus is the overall message of scripture

e \ Matthew 5:43-7

'Love your neighbor and hate our
enemy."“But | tell you, love your
enemies and pray for those who
persecute yoy* that you may be
children of your Father in heaven.
i~ He causes his sun to rise on the
g% evil and the good, and sends rain
N\ 3 on the righteous and the

N unrighteous.

461f you love those who love you, what reward will you get?
Are not even the tax collectors doing th&tAnd if you greet
only your own people, what are you doing more than others?
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It seems that Jesus speaks against the imprecatory

psalmist in his words and in his death on the cross.



So where do we go from here?

A If the cursing psalmist was wrong in
expressing his judgment on his enemies,
why was his voice included at all?

en



So where do we go from here? {( | L\

A If the cursing psalmist was wrong in
expressing his judgment on his enemies,
why was his voice included at all?

A Good question. One possible reason for God
AYOf dzRAY3I GKA& @2A0S
to convey a meaning that is the opposite of its
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What does irony look like?

R e

A MODEST PROPOSAL

jonathan Swift
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FOR PR[\'L\'T ) I. THE CHILDREN OF POOR PEOPLE IN IRELAND
FROM BEING A BURDEN TO TFFZR PAREN T Ok 0[ vTRY, AND
FOR .\L\.\l.\ G THEM BENEFICIAL TO THE PUBLICK
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1729

" A A classic example of irony

lzl(

P
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proposed that the Irish could
slaughter and sell their children
FT2N) YSIFUODP { gAFI
to use irony to condemn the
way that the English were
abusing the Irish, treating them
as If they were mere animails.

He made the point effectively
with irony.
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Badge of Couragehich tells the story of how
Henry Fleming became a man in the civil war:

nNHe felt a quli
nonassertive but of

sturdy and strong blood.

He knew that he would no
more quail before his

guides wherever they

should point. He had been

to touch the great death,

and found that, after

all, it was but the great
deat h. He was a m




